
	

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Am I a Registered Parishioner? 

Often, people come to us and request a sacrament, 
ask to be a Godparent or sponsor for 
Confirmation, volunteer to help with a liturgical 
ministry, or have another need and are surprised 
to learn they aren’t registered in the parish or are 
surprised to learn they are not recognized as a 
practicing Catholic in order to qualify as a 
Godparent or sponsor for Confirmation.  Below is 
a review to help you know if you are both a 
registered parishioner and a practicing Catholic.  

What does it mean to be a registered 
parishioner? 

• Once someone reaches 18 years of age, s/he 
would need to register on his/her own in the 
parish - even if you were listed under your 
parents’ registration as a child (this also applies 
if you still live at home with your parents). 

• If you move away from this area, then you 
would need to register on your own at another 
Roman Catholic parish of your choosing. 

• Registered parishioners are part of an online 
database maintained by the Parish Office.  If 
you are unsure if you are registered, staff 
members will be happy to check your 
registration status for you. 

• Registered parishioners receive parish 
mailings, which may include weekly offertory 
envelopes & annual contribution statements. 

• Registered parishioners can have a record of 
their tithing as part of our parish database. 

• Registering for online giving and/or weekly 
Flocknotes does not automatically register 
someone as a parishioner. 

How do I register as a parishioner? 

• The easiest way to register is simply to visit 
our webpage: https://stjosephbeltsville.org 
and scroll down the right side of the main page 
(under ‘Parish Bulletin’) and go to ‘please click 
here to register’ or you can call the Parish 
Office:  301-937-7183 x415 or x421. 

Am I a Practicing Catholic?  

Below are the minimum requirements to be 
considered a practicing Catholic.  These are also 
the same requirements to be a Godparent / 
Confirmation sponsor.  Additionally, a 
Godparent/sponsor should be registered in a 
Catholic parish, at least 16 years of age or older 
and not be the parent of the baptized. 

• You are baptized in the Catholic Church.  
Fully initiated Catholics have also received 
First Holy Communion and Confirmation in 
the Catholic Church.   

• Regular attendance at Mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days of Obligation.  You would 
only miss Mass on these days for serious 
reasons (i.e., illness, being at risk or concerns 
for putting others at risk, or extenuating 
circumstances such as impossibility due to 
travel or inclement weather, etc.). 

• An active sacramental life.  You receive the 
sacraments of Holy Communion and 
confession regularly.  This means if you 
know you have committed a mortal sin, you 
refrain from receiving Holy Communion until 
you are able to go to confession. 

• If married, you are living in conformity 
with the laws of the Roman Catholic 
Church regarding marriage.  This means 
that your marriage is recognized by the 
Catholic Church because you went through 
the marriage preparation process with a 
Catholic priest.  This also means that 
engaged couples are practicing chastity and 
not living together before marriage.  

 

We are here to help you. 
Please let us know your needs. 


